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presence has a contribution to make inasmuch as it acts as
an incentive, when the youths give demonstrations of their
physical strength, skill and stamina. Grown up men
naturally do not participate in such activities, but they find
it difficult to check the temptation of mixing in the group
when the ttla dance begins. On some plea or the other,
or under the pretext of being dragged in and forced to join,
thev enjoy the crude dance forgetting the decorum that
attaches to age or status.
With the breaking of the handi the ceremony in the
temple comes to a close and people go back to their respec-
tive homes, not forgetting to take with them a small piece of
the broken pot. It is supposed to have the power of increasing
the supply of milk and milk products and is therefore preserved
in the place where these things are kept. In certain villages,
after the main function at the temple is over, people pay a
horne-to-horne visit where buttermilk and warm and cold water
are poured on them while they are dancing.
On Ghatside, the function is not so elaborate. Of
course, people do celebrate the birthday at midnight, orthodox
persons observing a fast for the whole day, as in Konkan, But
Instead of the kala dances as we have in Konkan, these
people, young and old act as if they are possessed. The
bttrfgctt beats himself with his whip and at times even beats
others. When they get exhausted, the handl is smashed.
Garcsh Cliatlmrtlii is, as the name suggests, a day dedi-
cated to Ganesh. It is the fourth day of the bright half of
Ehadrapad. Ganpati is one of the most impornant deities of
the Hindu pantheon. He is famous as the remover of obsta-
cles. Naturally, therefore, he is invoked at the beginning of
every religious ceremony. Just a few years back, even chil-
dren,when they were first introduced to alphabet were made to
learn Bhrl Ganesliayanamali meaning 'obeisance to God Ganpati.'
In removing the existing obstacles and destroying the impend-
ing ones, there is no other deity in the whole Hindu pantheon
to compete with him. It is no wonder then, that his idol is
brought c^emoniously every year on this day in every Hindu
family in Maharashtra. There are however few exceptions. This
idol is to be immersed the very next day or at the most it can